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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD AND SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent an 
unpleasant frequency component from being 
emphasized in the case of reproducing digital image 
data whose granular sharpness is optimized depending 
on a prescribed output size through 
magnification/ reduction. 

SOLUTION: In the case of magnifying/reducing digital 
original image data SO whose frequency component of 
2 cycle/mm or over is emphasized, a 1st USM 
processing means 5 applies USM processing to the 
frequency component in order to obtain digital image 
data S1, an interpolation means 6 applies an 
interpolation arithmetic operation for 
magnification/reduction to the digital image data Si in 
order to obtain interpolated image data S2. A 2nd 
USM processing means 7 applies a USM processing 
to emphasize a frequency component of 2 cycle/mm 
or over to the interpolated image data S2 in order to 
obtain reproduced image data S3. Since the 

frequency component of 2 cycle/mm or over is emphasized in the reproduced image data S3, 
a reproduction means 4 can reproduce image with high image quality that provides an tight 
impression. 
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